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2352.   To SIK HOKACE MANH.

Strawberry Hill, Sept. 8,1782.

Two days after your letter by Cardini, I received yours of
the 17th of last month, which you had written before that
by him, but which, as you foresaw, his diligence would
precede. I now write merely to answer what you say about
Mozzi's business, for I do not know a tittle of news.

As the Cavalier is coming himself, I saw no cause of
delivering his letter to Mr. Duane: however, as he had
mentioned it to Sharpe, I did deliver it; and the next day
received another from Sharpe, of Mozzi to him, with his
own opinion, that I should either take the whole on myself,
or accept of Mr. Duane. I confess, this shuffling did provoke
me, and I have given it to Sharpe pretty roundly. I told
him, that when I proposed Mr. Duane, he (Sharpe) would
not consent, though Lucas had approved of him. I was
glad thus to sow division between these two imps, or to
detect Lucas if he had told a lie. I condemned Lucas's
advising my Lord to contest so pitiful a part of his mother's
will, I censured Lucas's delays, and exceedingly their
having forced Mozzi to come over, to the great discredit of
my Lord and his mother: and I concluded with telling
Sharpe that I had almost always been unlucky in not
having my ideas approved by him,, or my Lord, or his
lawyers, though when I had been permitted to act, I had
proved my zeal and utility in my Lord's service. In short,
Sharpe is not only a rogue but a fool, for this is not the
first time that he has given me an opportunity of detecting
him from his own mouth. I shall have distressed him and
Lucas too, for they will not care to show my letter to my
Lord, as it is a conviction of themselves. From him I expect
no justice: but I will let him and them hear the truthton's seat near
